August 23.]    The rupiure of old friends/tips.
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principle now laid down, we might explain the difficult and seemingly hard text, 'They that believe shall be saved ; and they that believe not shall be damned':' They that believe shall have such an impression made upon their minds, as will make them act so that they may be accepted by GOD.
We talked of one of our friends3 taking ill, for a length of time, a hasty expression of Dr. Johnson's to him, on his attempting to prosecute a subject that had a reference to religion, beyond the bounds within which the Doctor thought such topicks should be confined in a mixed company. JOHNSON. ' What is to become of society, if a friendship of twenty years is to be broken off for such a cause ?' As Bacon says,
' Who then to frail mortality shall trust, But limns the water, or but writes in dust3.'
I said, he should write expressly in support of Christianity ; for that, although a reverence for it shines through his works in several places, that is not enough. 'You know, (said I,) what Grotius has done, and what Addison has done4. —You should do also.' He replied,' I hope I shall.'
MONDAY, AUGUST 23.
Principal Campbell, Sir Alexander Gordon, Professor Gordon, and Professor Ross, visited us in the morning, as did Dr. Gerard, who had come six miles from the country on. purpose. We went and saw the Marischal College6, and at
1 ' He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved ; but he that be-lieveth not shall be damned.' St. Mark, xvi. 16.
5  Mr. Langton.   Sec ante, ii. 291, 304.
3 Speddmg's Bacon, vii. 271. The poem is also given in The Golden Treasury, p. 37; where, however, 'limns the water' is changed into 'limns on water.'
* ' Addison now returned to his vocation, and began to plan literary occupations for his future life. He purposed a tragedy on the death of Socrates. . . . He engaged in a nobler work, a defence of the Christian religion, of which part was published after his death.' Johnson's Works, yii. 441, and Addison's Works, ed. 1856, v. 103.
6  Dr. Beattie was so kindly entertained in England, that he had not
onen the propitiatory sacrifice, iv. 1:43, 144.
